Thirteen new triazoles containing 1,3-dioxolane rings were synthesized and their identities confirmed by means of IR, NMR, MS, elemental analysis and X-ray crystallography. The results of preliminary biological tests show that all of these compounds possess some fungicidal and plant growth regulant activities.
Introduction
Many triazole compounds have good fungicidal and plant growth regulating activities [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . In particular, triazole compounds containing 1,3-dioxolanes have been shown to have remarkable preventative and control activities for a variety of plant diseases [6] . Propiconazole and difenoconazole are two important representatives of this class, especially the latter, which has been used as the most efficient triazole fungicide in the control of some common plant diseases. The key intermediates for its synthesis, however, are not easily obtained, which makes the costs of production and application too high. Following the concept of bioisosterism [7] [8] , we have now synthesized ten novel 1,2,4-triazole compounds containing 1,3-dioxolane rings, 3a~3j, using difenoconazole as the lead compound. In addition, according to empirical data [9] , the presence of an exposed triazole ring is conducive to improvements of the biological activity. To explore this idea three new compounds 5a~5c containing 1,2,4-triazole-substituted 1,3-dioxolanes were also synthesized. The synthetic routes used are shown in Scheme 1. 3 , the protons of the CH 3 group and triazole ring are all split into two sets of peaks. The molecular ion peaks of the title compounds examined by mass spectrometry are very weak, but all of the key fragment ion peaks appear. Additional proof for the proposed structures was provided by single crystal X-ray diffraction of a representative compound ( Figure 1 ) [10] . 
Biological evaluation
The antifungal activities of the synthesized compounds against Gibberella zeae, Alternaria solani, Phoma asparagi, Physalospora pircola and Cercospora arachidicola were determined by the "contained poison in the medium" method [11] . Plant-growth regulatory activities of the target compounds on wheat coleoptile elongation, cucumber cotyledon rooting, rape hypocotyls inhibition and growth of cucumber cotyledon were tested by the methods mentioned in the literature [12~15] .
The data in Table 1 show that most of the target compounds have some fungicidal activity. Overall they exhibit better efficiency against P. Pircolae, particularly 3a, 3i and 3j, with inhibition rates at 50mg/L reaching 77.8%, 84.1% and 84.1%, respectively. As far as the relationships between structure and the activity are concerned, when the R 1 group is 2-chlorophenyl, the compounds have more comprehensive fungus-inhibiting properties. All thirteen target compounds have plant-growth regulatory activity. They show inhibiting activity towards wheat coleoptile elongation, with rates ranging from 3.1%~22.5%. Most of them have promoting effects towards rooting of cucumber cotyledon, with promoting rates reaching 3.1%~69.3%. All the compounds displayed much less promoting activity towards growth of cucumber cotyledon. The highest promoting rate was 9.4%. 
Experimental

General
IR spectra (KBr disks) were recorded on a Shimadzu-IR-435 Spectrophotometer.
1 H-NMR spectra were recorded with a JEOL-ECP600 NMR Spectrometer (CDCl 3 as solvent, TMS as internal standard). Mass spectra were taken on a HP-5988A Spectrometer. Elemental analyses were determined on a Yanaco-CHNCORDER MT-3 automatic elemental analyzer. All agents were analytical grade and were used without further purification.
Preparation of intermediates 1.
The intermediates 1 were prepared according to a literature procedure [16] . The substituted acetophenones were reacted with bromine in anhydrous ether in the presence of 1,4-dioxane. Five intermediates 1 were prepared in this manner: R 
Preparation of intermediates 2 and 4.
The intermediates 2a~2j and 4a~4c are prepared according to the literature method [17] . Their melting point data is listed in Table 2 . 
General procedure for the synthesis of compounds 3a~3j and 5a~5c (with the preparation of 3a given as an example).
DMF (25 g
) and 1H-1,2,4-triazole (15 mmol) were placed in a 100 mL flask. After the latter was completely dissolved through stirring, sodium methoxide in methanol (15 mmol, prepared with 15 mmol sodium and 10 mL anhydrous methanol) was added dropwise. The mixture was maintained at room temperature (18°C) for 0.5 h and the methanol was then distilled off till the temperature of the mixture rose to 140°C. After the mixture was cooled below 60 °C, intermediate 2a (15 mmol) and dry KI (0.1 g) were added. The mixture was stirred under reflux for 3 h, and then it was poured into water (50 mL) under vigorous stirring to give 4.3 g of crude precipitate that was collected by filtration and further purified by column chromatography (silica gel, using 3:1 v/v ethyl acetate-cyclohexane as the eluent) to afford 3.16 g (62.5%) of the target product 1- ((2-(4-(benzyloxy)phenyl-1 70. The thirteen title compounds, which include the ten compounds 3a~3j and the three compounds 5a~5c were synthesized in the same manner. 
1-((2-(4-(benzyloxy)phenyl)-4-methyl-1,3-dioxolan-2-yl) methyl)-1H-1,2,4-tiazole
1-((2-(4-(4-t-butylbenzyloxy)phenyl)-4-methyl-1,3-dioxolan-2-yl)methyl)-1H-1,2,4-trizole
1-((2-(4-(4-chlorobenzyloxy)phenyl)-1,3-dioxolan-2-yl) methyl)-1H-1,2,4-trizole
1-((2-(4-(4-chlorobenzyloxy)phenyl)-4-methyl-1,3-dioxolan-2-yl)methyl)-1H-1,2,4-trizole
1-((2-(4-(2,4-dichlorobenzyloxy)phenyl)-2-methyl-1,3-dioxolan-4-yl) methyl)-1H-1,2,4-triazole
